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Studies Compilation 
2012 Legislative Interim Study Information 

Issued by the Legislative Services Agency, Legal Services Division, 
[draft as of June 6, 2012] 

 
Overview.  This compilation of studies and studies-related information for 
consideration by the Studies Committee of the Legislative Council.  Except for 
the list of executive branch studies, items are listed in bill or resolution order.  
Attached to the compilation is the original legislation or document that caused 
the item to be included.  Each attachment item is marked to correspond with the 
listing number; for example, item 1 under part A is marked as A-1. 
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A.  Mandated Legislative Studies in Code or Session Law 
1. The Legislative Tax Expenditure Committee is a permanent body under 
the Legislative Council that first met during the 2011 Interim.  The committee 
consists of five legislators from each chamber appointed by the Legislative 
Council.  Duties include approving annual estimates of the cost of tax 
expenditures by December 15 each year and performing a scheduled review of 
specified tax credits so that each credit is reviewed at least every five years.  The 
second scheduled review is in 2012.  (Iowa Code §§ 2.45(5) and 2.48) 
2. The State Government Efficiency Review Committee is a permanent 
legislative committee with five Senate and five House members appointed at the 
beginning of a new General Assembly that meets, as directed by the Legislative 
Council, every two years to review state government organization and efficiency.  
The first report is due January 2013. (Iowa Code § 2.69) 
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3. The Property Assessment Appeal Board Review Committee was 
established as of January 1, 2012, consisting of three Senate and three House 
members and three nonlegislative members.  The committee is required to 
submit a report recommending any changes to the Property Assessment Appeal 
Board.  The report is due January 15, 2013.  Staffing assistance for the 
committee is provided by the Department of Revenue.  (Iowa Code § 421.1A(7))  

B.  Legislative Study Requests in Enacted Legislation 
1. The Legislative Council is requested to establish an interim study 
committee to examine military occupational specialties and professional 
certifications to assess the feasibility of allowing military occupational 
specialties to be counted toward professional or other certifications required in 
Iowa for certain occupations.  Such a committee would be required to 
recommend legislative or administrative rule changes relating to such 
requirements and provide a report to the General Assembly by January 1, 2013.  
(2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2097, § 42) 
2. The Legislative Council is requested to establish an interim study 
committee to examine online learning and programming for school districts 
which would be required to review the appropriate use of online learning by 
school districts, the appropriate levels and sources of funding for online learning, 
partnerships between school districts and private providers of online programs, 
and the potential use of online learning as the exclusive means to provide 
coursework required under the state’s educational standards. The committee is 
required to submit recommendation on the establishment of an online learning 
program model to the Director of the Department of Education by December 14, 
2012. The committee is also required to submit its findings and 
recommendations in a report to the General Assembly by December 14, 2012. 
(2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2284, § 21) 
3. The Legislative Council is requested to establish an interim study 
committee to examine the fiscal viability of mental health and disability 
services redesign.  The committee is requested to meet during the 2012 and 
2013 interims and may contract to have an independent analysis performed.  
Reports of such an analysis would be submitted to the General Assembly for 
consideration during the 2013 Legislative Session.  The committee may meet 
during the 2013 Legislative Interim to make appropriate recommendations for 
revisions to the 2013 redesign financing enactments.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2315, 
§ 131) 
4. The Legislative Council is requested to establish an interim study 
committee to examine the special education costs associated with student 
services provided in residential treatment facilities and whether the planning 
for and costs of such services would be more appropriately administered by the 
Department of Education or the Department of Human Services. (2012 Iowa 
Acts, SF 2336, § 101) 
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C.  Legislative Study and Permanent Committee Requests in 
Adopted or Filed Resolutions 
NONE 

D.  Legislative Study Requests Submitted in a Letter or Memo 
The Legislative Council is requested to establish an interim study committee 
related to electronic commerce, to include issues relating to the collection of 
sales and use taxes from local and internet-based retailers (known as “E-
fairness”) and the collection of electronic payment transaction interchange fees 
(known as swipe fees).  Such a committee would be required to collect 
information from stakeholders related to these issues.   

E.  Executive Branch Studies Involving Legislative Appointments 
or a Special Directive 

Administration and Regulation-related Items 
1. The Auditor of State is required to provide a report related to the status of 
a segregated account for the fees for performance of periodic audits and 
examinations of certain cities to the General Assembly’s Standing Committees 
on Government Oversight by January 15 of each year. (2012 Iowa Acts, 
HF 2455, § 2) 

Agriculture and Natural Resources-related Items 
2. The Department of Natural Resources is required to conduct a multiyear 
study related to stocking of wild or first-generation pheasants in Iowa.  The 
department is required to submit a report of the findings to the General Assembly 
by December 31, 2015.  (2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2343, § 1) 
3. The Department of Natural Resources is required to work with an 
institution of the Board of Regents to conduct a study to determine the 
economic impact of pheasant hunting in Iowa.  The department is required to 
submit a report of the findings to the General Assembly by December 31, 2014.  
(2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2343, § 1) 

Economic Development and Commerce-related Items 
4. The Iowa State University of Science and Technology is required to 
provide an annual report related to private contributions received for 
industrial research to the Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Economic 
Development and the Legislative Services Agency.  (2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2337, 
§ 10) 
5. The Board of Regents is required to provide an annual report related to 
the Regents Innovation Fund for technology commercialization to the 
Governor, General Assembly, and the Legislative Services Agency.  (2012 Iowa 
Acts, HF 2337, § 17) 
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6. The Economic Development Authority is required to conduct a review 
related to the Entrepreneur Investment Awards Program.  The authority is 
required to submit a report including findings and recommendations to the 
Governor and General Assembly by December 31, 2013. (2012 Iowa Acts, 
HF 2473, § 21) 
7. The Director of the Economic Development Authority is required to 
provide a report to the General Assembly by January 31 of each year related to 
the activities of the Economic Development Authority in the preceding fiscal 
year.  (2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2473, § 35) 

Education-related Items 
8. The Department of Education is required to appoint a task force related to 
competency-based instruction standards and options.  The task force is 
required to submit a preliminary report by January 15, 2013, and is required to 
submit a final report to the State Board of Education, the Governor, and the 
General Assembly by November 15, 2013.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2284, § 2) 
9. The Director of the Department of Education is required to convene a task 
force related to the development of a statewide educator evaluation system.  
The task force is required to submit findings, recommendations, and system 
proposals to the General Assembly by October 15, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, 
SF 2284, § 9) 
10. The Department of Education is required to convene a task force related 
to Iowa teaching standards and criteria review.  The task force is required to 
submit findings and recommendations to the General Assembly by November 
15, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2284, § 10) 
11. The Director of the Department of Education is required to convene a task 
force related to teacher performance, compensation, and career 
development.  The task force is required to submit findings, recommendations, 
and a pilot program proposal in a report to the State Board of Education, the 
Governor, and the General Assembly by October 15, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, 
SF 2284, §§ 11-12) 
12. The Board of Regents is required to provide an Annual Strategic Plan 
Progress Report related to the results of formative and summative assessments 
of undergraduate courses.  The report shall be submitted annually to the General 
Assembly.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2284, § 27) 
13. The Iowa Reading Research Center is required to report on current 
literacy research to provide for the development and dissemination of 
strategies, models, and literacy assessment techniques.  The center is required 
to submit a report of its activities to the General Assembly annually by January 
15.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2284, § 32) 
14. The Department of Education with the Early Childhood Iowa State Board 
is required to convene a planning group related to the creation of a cross-
agency kindergarten assessment instrument.  The planning group is required 
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to include various other departments and early childhood stakeholders to submit 
findings and recommendations in a report to the General Assembly by November 
15, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2284, § 35) 
15. The Department of Education is required to appoint a task force related to 
school instructional time and the minimum requirements of the school day and 
school year.  The task force is required to submit findings, recommendations, 
and a pilot program proposal in a report to the State Board of Education, the 
Governor, and the General Assembly by October 15, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, 
SF 2284, § 36) 
16. The Vocational Rehabilitation Services Division of the Department of 
Education is required to submit a report related to outreach efforts with 
community rehabilitation program providers.  The report shall be submitted 
to the General Assembly by January 15, 2013.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2321, § 5) 
17. Early Childhood Iowa State Board is required to include family support 
program outcomes in the board’s annual report to the Governor and General 
Assembly beginning January 2015.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2321, § 5) 
18. The Board of Regents is required to provide an annual report related to 
the Regents’ Minority and Women Educators Enhancement Program.  The 
report shall be submitted to the General Assembly by January 31 of each year.  
(2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2465, § 118) 

Emergency Management-related Items 
19. The Homeland Security and Emergency Management Division of the 
Department of Public Safety is required to convene a task force related to 
needed upgrades and enhancements to Iowa’s E911 programs.  The task 
force is required to submit a report containing recommendations to the General 
Assembly by December 1, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2332, § 12) 
20. The Flood Mitigation Board is required to provide a report to the Governor 
and the General Assembly by January 15 of each year related to projects 
included in the Flood Mitigation Program.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2217, § 9) 

Health-related Items 
21. **The Department of Public Health is required to convene a stakeholder 
committee related to mandatory child abuse reporter training.  The committee 
shall provide results of the review to the Governor and General Assembly on or 
before December 15, 2012.  The committee’s public members are appointed by 
the chairpersons of the study committees on Human Resources of the Senate 
and House of Representatives and also shall include four members of the 
General Assembly with one each appointed by the Majority Leader and Minority 
Leader of the Senate and the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of 
Representatives.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2225, § 7) 
22. Senate File 2336, relating to appropriations for health and human 
services, requires reports related to the Substitute Decision Maker Program of 
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the Department on Aging, the Child Vision Screening Program of the Department 
of Public Health, the State Balancing Incentive Payment Program of the 
Department of Human Services, support services for children with autism 
spectrum disorder, and recommendations by the Department of Human Services 
for rebasing methodology for reimbursement of certain home health and home 
and community-based services.  These reports, findings, and recommendations 
are required to be submitted to the chairpersons and ranking members of the 
Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services.  (2012 Iowa 
Acts, SF 2336, §§ 1-2, 14, 22, 36) 
23. The Healthy Opportunities to Experience Success (HOPES) – Healthy 
Families Iowa (HFI) Program, established pursuant to Iowa Code section 
135.106, and the Early Childhood Iowa State Board are required to work 
together to develop recommendations for minimum competency standards for 
the employees and supervisors of early childhood family support programs 
and submit recommendations to the Governor and General Assembly on or 
before January 1, 2014.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2336, § 2 (2)) 
24. The Department of Public Health is required to provide reports related to 
the application for or renewal of federal grants requiring state matching 
funds to the chairpersons and ranking members of the Joint Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services, the Legislative Services Agency, 
the legislative caucus staffs, and the Department of Management within 60 days 
of such an application or renewal.  (2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2464, § 22) 

Human Services-related Items 
25. The Department on Aging is required to work with the Department of 
Inspections and Appeals, the Department of Human Services, and the Office of 
the Attorney General, along with other stakeholders, to complete a review of 
occurrences of and law relating to the abuse, neglect, or exploitation of 
individuals aged 60 and older.  The Department on Aging is required to submit 
a report, including findings and recommendations, to the Governor and the 
General Assembly no later than December 15, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2387, 
§ 1) 
26. The Department of Human Services is required to conduct a review 
related to child abuse reports and the possible implementation of differential 
response options.  The department shall also review and recommend the length 
of time a person named in a child abuse report as having abused a child should 
remain on the child abuse registry and the circumstances under which the 
department may remove the name of a person named in the report as having 
abused a child.  The Department of Human Services is required to submit a 
report including findings and recommendations to the Governor and the General 
Assembly no later than December 1, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2226, § 6) 
27. The Department of Human Services and the Department of Inspections 
and Appeals is required to conduct a review related to the length of time for 
appeals of placement on the child abuse registry within the last five years 
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and submit a preliminary report of the review to the Governor and the General 
Assembly by December 1, 2012.  The Department of Human Services and the 
Department of Inspections and Appeals are required to submit a final report to 
the Governor and the General Assembly no later than December 1, 2013.  (2012 
Iowa Acts, HF 2226, § 7) 
28. The Department of Public Health is required to submit a progress report 
related to the Iowa Youth Suicide Prevention Program.  The progress reports 
shall be submitted to the General Assembly on or before January 15, 2013.  
(2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2465, § 8) 

Justice System-related Items 
29. The Judicial Branch and the Department of Human Services are required 
to continue the work of the joint mental health workgroup created in 2010 Iowa 
Acts, chapter 1192, section 24, in conducting studies relating to the 
consolidation of services and the establishment of a statewide patient 
advocate program.  The workgroup is required to submit a report and 
recommendations to the Governor and General Assembly by December 1, 2012.  
(2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2312, § 17) 
30. The Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning of the Department 
of Civil Rights is required to conduct a study related to the possible 
establishment of a comprehensive statewide jail diversion program, including 
the possible establishment of mental health courts.  The division is required to 
seek input from the Department of Human Services, the Department of 
Corrections, and other members of the criminal justice system.  The division is 
required to submit a report and recommendations to the Governor and General 
Assembly by December 1, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2312, § 18) 
31. The Judicial Branch is required to provide a report related to the 
Enhanced Court Collections Fund and the Court Technology Modernization 
Fund.  The report shall be provided to the General Assembly by January 1, 
2013.  The Judicial Branch is also required to provide certain monthly financial 
statements and a semiannual update to the Legislative Services Agency.  (2012 
Iowa Acts, HF 2338, § 1) 
32. The Department of Justice is required to provide a report related to the 
expenditure of moneys from the Mortgage Servicing Settlement Fund.  The 
Division of Banking is also required to provide a report related to the 
expenditure of moneys from the Banking Division Mortgage Servicing 
Settlement Fund.  The initial reports shall be submitted to the General 
Assembly on or before January 15, 2013.  (2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2465, § 7) 

Mental Health and Disability Services System-related Items 
33. The Risk Pool Board created in Iowa Code section 426B.5 is required to 
submit reports related to risk pool applications and expenditures to the 
Governor and the General Assembly by no later than December 31, 2012, and 
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December 31, 2013.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2071, § 6; 2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2336, 
§ 62) 
34. **The Department of Human Services is required to develop certain 
estimates and financing options related to the Mental Health and Disability 
Services Redesign Transition Committee and submit such estimates and 
financing options to the Governor and General Assembly on or before December 
14, 2012.  The committee shall include four members of the General Assembly 
with one each appointed by the Majority Leader and Minority Leader of the 
Senate and the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of Representatives.  
(2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2315, § 22) 
35. The Department of Human Services is required to make a 
recommendation for an appropriate amount of funding for mental health and 
disability redesign transition assistance to the Governor and General 
Assembly by December 1, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2315, § 23) 
36. **The Department of Public Health is required to create and support a 
workgroup related to mental health and disability services workforce 
development.  The workgroup shall report findings, recommendations, and 
financing information to the Governor and General Assembly with a preliminary 
report to be submitted on or before December 14, 2012, and a final report 
submitted on or before December 16, 2013.  The workgroup shall include four 
members of the General Assembly with one each appointed by the Majority 
Leader and Minority Leader of the Senate and the Speaker and Minority Leader 
of the House of Representatives.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2315, § 24) 
37. **The Department of Human Services is required to establish a committee 
related to outcomes and performance measures utilized by the Mental 
Health and Disability Services Regional Service System.  The committee is 
required to submit recommendations to the Governor, General Assembly, and 
other policymaking bodies with a preliminary report to be submitted on or before 
December 14, 2012, and a final report submitted on or before December 16, 
2013.  The committee shall include four members of the General Assembly with 
one each appointed by the Majority Leader and Minority Leader of the Senate 
and the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of Representatives. (2012 
Iowa Acts, SF 2315, § 25) 
38. **The Children’s Disability Service Workgroup created in 2011 Iowa 
Acts, chapter 121, section 1, is required to address additional issues including 
out-of-state placement  in its report to the General Assembly, due December 10, 
2012.  The committee is also expanded to include up to four additional members 
of the General Assembly with one each appointed by the Majority Leader and 
Minority Leader of the Senate and the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House 
of Representatives.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2315, § 26) 
39. The Department of Human Services is required to submit a report 
including findings and recommendations related to the provision of institutional 
subacute services at state mental health institutes or the Iowa Veterans 
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Home to the Governor and General Assembly on or before December 1, 2012.  
(2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2315, § 58) 
40. The Regional Service Network created pursuant to 2008 Iowa Acts, 
chapter 1187, section 59, in cooperation with the Department of Human 
Services, the Department of Inspections and Appeals, and the Department of 
Public Health, is required to provide a report related to the Crisis Stabilization 
Program Pilot Project to the Governor, General Assembly, and the Legislative 
Services Agency on or before December 14, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2315, 
§ 60) 

Taxation-related Items 
41. The Department of Revenue is required to provide an annual report 
related to the number and value of claimed solar energy tax credits.  The 
report shall be submitted to the General Assembly on or before January 1 for the 
prior tax year.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2342, § 7) 

Transportation-related Items 
42. The Department of Transportation, the Department of Public Safety, and 
the Department of Education are required to conduct a joint study related to 
school bus safety or may contract with an outside vendor to conduct such a 
study.  The findings and recommendations are required to be presented to the 
General Assembly no later than December 31, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2218, 
§§ 5 and 6) 
43. The Department of Transportation is required to submit quarterly reports 
related to the implementation of certain efficiency measures identified in the 
“Road Use Tax Fund Efficiency Report,” January 2012.  The department is 
required to submit the reports electronically to the chairpersons of the Joint 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Infrastructure, and Capitals, the 
chairpersons of the General Assembly’s Standing Committees on 
Transportation, the Department of Management, and the Legislative Services 
Agency.  The first quarterly report is required to be submitted by October 1, 
2012. (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2314, § 4) 

Veterans-related Items 
44. The Treasurer of State is required to provide findings and 
recommendations related to improving the rate of return from the Veterans 
Trust Fund.  The findings and recommendations shall be submitted to the 
General Assembly by December 17, 2012.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2336, § 3) 
45. The Iowa Veterans Home is required to conduct a study related to the 
establishment of a dual diagnosis treatment program for posttraumatic 
stress.  The Commandant of the Iowa Veterans Home is required to submit a 
report to the Department of Veterans Affairs, Commission of Veterans Affairs, 
Department of Public Health, Governor, and General Assembly no later than 
January 15, 2013.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2245, § 1) 
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F.  Mandatory Future Legislative-related Studies 
1. The Government Oversight Committees are required to review the 
priorities of the distribution of E911 funds at least every two years.  (Iowa 
Code § 34A.7A(3)) 
2. The Public Retirement Systems Committee, in accordance with Iowa 
Code § 97D.4, is required to review and evaluate all public retirement systems in 
place in Iowa, including the Iowa Public Employees’ Retirement System (IPERS), 
the Municipal Fire and Police Retirement System (Iowa Code chapter 411), the 
Department of Public Safety Police Officers’ Retirement System (PORS), and 
the Judicial Retirement System.  The committee usually meets during the 
legislative interim of odd-numbered years.  (Iowa Code § 97D.4) 
3. The Auditor of State, in consultation with the Department of 
Transportation and the Iowa County Treasurers Association, is required to study 
the fiscal impact of the county driver’s license insurance program every four 
years.  The initial report was due January 1, 2006.  (Iowa Code § 321M.9(4)) 
4. The Legislative Services Agency, in consultation with the Department of 
Management, is required to provide an annual report related to urban renewal 
and rural improvement zones.  The report shall be submitted to the General 
Assembly by February 15 of each year.  (2012 Iowa Acts, HF 2460, § 5) 

G.  Boards and Commissions Established in 2012 Iowa Acts 
**A Flood Mitigation Board is created for flood mitigation projects and funding.  
The board is required to include four ex officio members from the General 
Assembly with one member each appointed by the Majority Leader and Minority 
Leader of the Senate and the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of 
Representatives.  (2012 Iowa Acts, SF 2217, § 6) 

H.  Boards and Commissions Repealed in 2012 Iowa Acts 
NONE 
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